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QUALITY IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE
SALT LAKE VALLEY

July 18, 2008

Duane Betournay, Director

Division of Child and Family Services
120 North 200 West

Salt Lake City, Utah 84103

Dear Duane,

I am writing to you as chair of the Salt Lake Valley Region Quality
Improvement Committee. A few months ago, our committee reviewed
data related to those children that enter care with a contributing factor of
substance abuse. During this review, we noted that Tooele seemed to
have more children placed in foster care vs. in-home services than the
other offices in the Salt Lake Region.

We requested that the region review the data and come back to us with
reasons as to why they might be placing the children in out of home care
more than the other offices. Royce Webb and Tonya Myrup attended our
meeting on July 15, 2008 to provide the committee with their follow-up
information.

Their review noted the low number of cases that they had which affected
the overall percentages. In addition, they reviewed the cases with the
CPS supervisor and worker and were able to identify potentially three
cases that may have been provided in-home services in place of foster
care. The other factor, and the one our committee is most concerned
about, is the lack of mental health services available in the Tooele area
on a consistent basis. Royce reports that for many of the cases, services
have to be “piece-mealed” together for the parents and youth. Multiple
committee members also reported this as a concern in their own
relationships with Tooele.

The committee would like to request that DCFS discuss these concerns
with the Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health to see if there
are ways to enhance the services in this area of the region that is
increasing in population.

If you have any questions, please contact me or we would be happy to
have you attend a meeting to further discuss this issue.

Sincerely,

Chris Ch ytraus

Chris Chytraus, R.N., BSN, CPM
QIC Chair- SLV Region

cc: Staci Ghneim; Diane Moore; Mary Wilder; Katy Larsen; Carol Miller
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